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political history. The Molly Maguires can hardly be said to have exer- 
cised any very profound influence on the course of politics, yet they 
receive thirty-two pages, while the profound unrest which led to the 
creation of interstate commerce commission is given scant attention. 
The Maguires may have been cutthroats, but what about the economic 
conditions which played a part in producing them? The personal af- 
fairs of General Grant are hardly as important today as the movement 
of population and the settlement of the west. The mistakes of the 
Knights of Labor are made to stand out in bold relief, but what of the 
causes of unrest? The period covered in this volume was one of great 
inventions and discoveries, yet they are not even mentioned. 

On the topics discussed the author, in most cases, can hardly be said 
to have touched the bottom. The treatment of industrial unrest falls 
far below chapter iv of his earlier work, dealing with slavery. Perhaps 
we can excuse the failure to explain what led up to the Sherman anti- 
trust law by saying that a discussion of the law itself is properly de- 
ferred to a later period. But the silver question really was settled in 
this period. One may be pardoned, then, for wanting to know more 
fully why the east opposed and the west favored free silver. Perhaps 
we should not be surprised that one who abandoned business to write 
history should not be greatly exercised over the giant strides of business 
during this period in its march to the conquest and subjugation of the 
nation. 

The author has made an extensive and wise use of sources and author- 
ities, yet the footnotes are open to criticism. Eeference by author and 
page only is not very satisfactory, especially when the writer is respon- 
sible for several books, or when the book is not well known. 

David Y. Thomas 

Mace-Petrie American school history. By "William H. Mace, formerly 
professor of history in Syracuse university and George Petrie, pro- 
fessor of history and dean of academic faculty of Alabama poly- 
technic institute. (New York: Rand McNally and company, 1919. 
470 p. $1.25) 
The authors have largely accomplished their expressed purpose of 
writing an elementary textbook which shall be interesting, accurate, and 
fair. The style is simple, clear, vigorous, and well calculated to interest 
elementary pupils. Omitting unnecessary details from the body of the 
book, excellent notes in the appendix supply the necessary background 
for such events as Genet's mission, the Monroe doctrine, and the like. 

Particularly commendable is the fairness of the work. No child will 
become anti-British from reading this account of the revolution, though 
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proud of his own land. Similarly fair are the discussions of the civil 
war epoch and of America 's share in the world war. The only departure 
from this is the conventional account of the war of 1812, tending to give 
an exaggerated idea of American naval and military success. 

Illustrations abound — mainly good ones. Too many are fanciful, as 
for example the "Storming of Paulus Hook." A photograph could in 
many cases have been substituted. "While accurate enough, the full- 
page maps are printed in harsh colors and the small inset maps are often 
not distinct enough in their shading to be very clear. 

While the cherry-tree myth has been excluded, Marion's equally apo- 
cryphal sweet potatoes have crept in, and the Mecklenburg declaration. 
Errors such as "Fort Hudson" for Port Hudson, and Mary "Bell" for 
the mother of Washington are evidently typographical. Though the 
wars recorded occupied only about one-eleventh of the period covered 
(1492-1918) they receive over a third of the space of the book. 

The study questions, bibliographies, tables, and documents in the ap- 
pendix are well chosen and edequate for such a work.. Also, the treat- 
ment of economic and social phases of American history is unusually 
good. 

Altogether, this is the best elementary text in American history which 
has come the present writer's notice. 

M. L. B. 



